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Reading CRUNCH TIME 

Close Reading Passages 
Each of the Reading Crunch Time Test-Prep 
printables included provides a variety of 
questions on a different 3rd grade aligned 
reading passage that can be found at 
Smithsonian Tween Tribune. You can access 
the passages in one of three ways. 

1. Each Crunch Time printable has a QR code 
in the upper right hand corner.  Kids can 
scan the code with a QR code reader on an 
Ipad or other electronic device and be sent 
directly to the article. 

2. I have included for you the link for each of 
the articles.  Many times I like to print the 
article out a head of time and provide my 
students a paper copy.  

3. Students can go to www.tweentribune.com
and type the name of the article into the 
search bar.  When the article shows up they 
will need to choose the appropriate lexile
level.    

http://www.tweentribune.com
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Article Links  

1.  Why Do Flamingos Stand on One Leg? 
2.  Astronauts Empty the Trash 
3.  Jumping Donkey Leaps to Fame 
4.  How George Washington Did His Hair 
5.  What Could You Sculpt From Snow? 
6.  SS United States May Sail Again  
7.  Student Finds Lizard in Lunch 
8.  Monopoly Agrees That “Girls Matter” 
9.  Why Do Geese Fly in a V Formation? 
10.  90 Degree Weather Forces Snow Day  
11.  Little Houses Need New Home 
12.  Two Words: Parachuting Beavers 
13.  Giant Pumpkin or Flying Saucer 
14.  Moons Dance Around Pluto 
15.  Does Music Make You Smarter 
16.  Lost Your Dog? Find With Phone  
17.  Does Lightning Ever Strike Twice?  
18.  Students Give Pizza Driver $1,200 Tip 
19.  Watch Out For That Owl  
20.  Camps to Code Instead of Canoe  
 

   

Click on any of the titles below to be linked to the 
Smithsonian tween tribune article.   
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Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
Why do Flamingos Stand on One Leg? LEXILE 

660

5.  PART A – Based on the text, what is the main reason flamingos stand on one 
leg? ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one detail from the text that supports the reason you gave 
above?  _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Flamingos stand on one leg. 
b) Flamingo’s legs are weak. 
c) Flamingos stand on one leg to help 

regulate body temperatures. 
d) Nobody knows why flamingos stand 

on one leg.  

2. Paragraph 5 of the text says “A long 
naked leg.”  What is meant by “A long 
naked leg”?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Besides thermoregulation, what is one additional reason flamingos 
may stand on one leg? ____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the result of thermoregulation?

a) body temperature is regulated 
b) leg muscles are strengthened 
c) flamingos don’t get tired
d) food intake is regulated 
e) none of the above 

3. What is meant by the phrase “soloed 
stance” in the third section of the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Astronauts Empty the Trash LEXILE 
770

5.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word pair as it is used in the 3rd line of 
the text?  ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one sentence from the text that supports the meaning you gave 
above?  _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Trash burned up in the atmosphere.  
b) NASA launched a capsule. 
c) NASA is focused on getting 

astronauts to Mars. 
d) The Space Station became cleaner 

when trash was removed. 

2. The 9th line of the text refers to 
“precious contents.”  What are the 
precious contents it refers to?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Who has NASA handed off Space Station shipments to? ___________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What reason does the text give for this? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. Which TWO of these words could 
replace the word tidier from the first 
sentence of the text? 

a) orderly 
b) messy 
c) cleaner
d) disorganized 

3. In the space below, write one simile 
that is used in the text.  

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Jumping Donkey Leaps to Fame LEXILE 
710

5. Based on the first paragraph, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) donkeys like to jump hurdles
b) donkeys do not like to do what they are told 
c) many donkeys live in small Egyptian villages 
d) most people don’t know donkeys are stubborn 

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Donkeys can’t jump. 
b) All donkeys like to jump. 
c) Ayman dreams of jumping horses. 
d) A boy and his donkey are becoming 

famous because the donkey jumps on 
command.  

2. What is the meaning of the word fixture
as it is used in the fourth paragraph of 
the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Other than Ayman, what other person does the author quote? _____
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What does the author want to tell the reader by including these 
quotes?__________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What synonym for the word jumped
does the author use in the text?

a) leapt
b) sprang
c) hurtled 
d) higher
e) airborne  

3. Paragraph two presents a cause and 
and effect.  What is the effect? 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

How George Washington Did His Hair LEXILE 
640

5. Based on the second paragraph, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) many people today believe George Washington wore a wig. 
b) George Washington actually had black hair. 
c) George Washington did not wear wigs because they made his head sweat.   
d) Washington had many wigs. 
e) everyone today knows that Washington never wore a wig. 

1. What is The Courtship of 
Washington?

a) an important document 
b) a painting  
c) a hairstyle 
d) a book by John C. McRae 
e) a book by Ron Chernow

2. What is the meaning of the word 
frequently as it is used in the last 
paragraph of the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A –What does the text claim gave Washington’s hair its white look?
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to support the claim 
from part A?  _____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is a synonym for the word simple
as it is used in paragraph 1?

a) difficult
b) sweet
c) beautiful
d) easy
e) complex

3. The last paragraph of the text presents 
a problem and solution.  What is the 
solution? 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

What could you sculpt from snow? LEXILE 
580

5.  PART A – Paragraph two says the tournament was held along what lake?  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – Based upon the passage, where can the reader reasonably infer Geneva 
Lake is located? __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Teams compete for a trophy in a National 
Snow Sculpting Championship.  

b) They are judged on creativity. 
c) A Wisconsin team won last year. 
d) Winners receive an invitation to an 

international competition. 

2. The 1st paragraph of the text says 
“gathered in Wisconsin.”  What is 
meant by “gathered”?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Besides a trophy, what is one additional thing awarded to the winner 
of the competition? _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this prize? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What was the name of the winning 
snow sculpture? 

a) Intertwined Trees
b) Snow Sculpture
c) Snow Amore
d) Arbor Snow 
e) Arbor Amore 

3. What are three tools competitors can 
use for their sculptures?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

SS United States May Sail Again LEXILE 
740

5. Based on the second paragraph, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) the overhaul process may be quick and inexpensive.
b) although expensive, the overhaul process should be a quick process. 
c) the overhaul process is expensive and will likely be a lengthy process.
d) the ship will not need to be overhauled. 
e) the cost to overhaul the ship will not be worth the time it will take.

1. Which one of the following is NOT 
mentioned by the text as someone 
who rode the SS United States.  

a) presidents
b) celebrities  
c) royalty
d) immigrants 

2. What is the meaning of the word 
massive as it is used in paragraph two 
of the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word overhaul as it is used in paragraph 
two?   ___________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text helps you to understand the 
meaning of overhaul from part 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is a synonym for the word 
refurbishment as it is used in the last  
paragraph?

a) restoration
b) sailing 
c) breaking
d) building

3. The 2nd paragraph of the text says the 
ship is “rusting.”  What does the 
paragraph give as the cause of this 
effect? 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Student Finds Lizard in Lunch LEXILE 
670

5.  PART A – Based on the text, how did the lizard make it into the student’s 
salad?___________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one detail from the text that supports the claim you gave in 
PART A?  ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Lizards don’t like the cold. 
b) A lizard found in a student’s salad 

became the class pet.  
c) A lizard must have been tucked in a 

leaf. 
d) A lizard is a fitting mascot. 

2. Lizards normally do not survive cold 
weather.  Why does the article say the 
lizard probably survived? 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

4. Who could provide a firsthand account 
of finding the lizard in the salad?

a) the kindergarten student
b) the teacher
c) the author
d) Mike Atkinson 

3. Which quote form the text best 
supports the inference that lizards don’t 
normally end up in people’s salads?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

6.  PART A – What region of the United States can you find anole lizards? _______
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What are two states the text specifically mentions that are home to 
anole lizards? ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Monopoly Agrees that “Girls Matter” LEXILE 
660

5. Hasbro said that a Ray game piece was not included to “avoid revealing a 
key plot line.” Based on this, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) Hasbro does not like the Rey character.
b) had the game been released at a later date, Rey would have been included. 
c) the girls letter ruined a key plot line. 
d) Hasbro does not believe that women are as strong as men. 

1. The original game did not include 
which of the following game pieces. 

a) Han Solo 
b) Luke Skywalker 
c) Finn
d) Kylo Ren
e) Darth Vader 

2. What is one synonym for bought as it is 
used in the last paragraph of the text?

__________________________________

6.  PART A – Based on the text, does  Goldman believe the lack of game piece is 
a men’s issue, a women’s issue, or both? 
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
__

4. According to the text, who is Carrie 
Goldman?

a) the girl who sent the letter 
b) an author and mother  
c) a spokesperson for Hasbro
d) a representative of Disney and the Star 

Wars movie

3. The effect was Hasbro added a Rey 
game piece.  What was the cause?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Why do Geese Fly in a V Formation? LEXILE 
660

5.  PART A – Based on the text, what is the main reason geese fly in a V 
formation? _______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one detail from the text that supports the reason you gave 
above?  _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Flying takes a lot of energy. 
b) The formation helps geese to never 

get tired. 
c) Flying in a V formation helps to save 

energy and fly further distances. 
d) The reason is still unknown.  

2. Paragraph 3 talks about “the sweet 
spot”  Where is the sweet spot 
located?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Besides the reason you gave in question 5, what is one additional 
reason geese fly in a V formation? __________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the meaning of “increase their 
range” in the 7th line of the text?  

a) Increase their contact  
b) Increase their energy 
c) Increase the distance they can fly 
d) Increase their movement 
e) Increase their happiness  

3. What is meant by the phrase “visual 
contact” in the third section of the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

90 Degree Weather Forces Snow Day LEXILE 
650

5. Based on this text, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) these problems happen often.
b) power went out for all the schools in the state. 
c) it is rare to need to take a snow day with hot weather. 
d) “The building lacked reliable power.”

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Hot temperatures led to a snow day. 
b) A school had a power outage. 
c) The fire alarms did not work. 
d) Due to a power outage, a school 

cancelled school and called it a snow 
day. 

2. What is the meaning of the word 
malfunctioning as it is used in the 
second paragraph of the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Who is the Keyport Superintendent? __________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – Why does the author tell the reader about the Superintendent’s 
conversation with the press?________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What word does the author use in the 
place of the phrase “did not have”?

a) lacked
b) noted
c) cited 
d) logged
e) forced  

3. This article presents a cause and and 
effect.  What was the effect? 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Little Houses Need New Home LEXILE 
680

5. The text says the park manager “gave the OK originally” but later decided it 
could have a negative result.  Based on this, it can reasonably be inferred 
that

a) The manager thought the homes were ugly in the park. 
b) The homes were scaring away the wildlife. 
c) The manager wanted to buy the gnome homes. 
d) The manager had not considered all the possibilities before giving the OK. 

1. Why was Mr. Hoke asked to remove 
all of his little houses from the park? 

a) They did not match the park’s beauty. 
b) They might take away places for 

animals to build their homes. 
c) Children complained they were too 

small. 

2. The text says “He removed the little 
abodes.” What is one synonym for the 
word “abode”?

__________________________________

6.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word evicted in the first sentence of the 
text? ____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. According to the text, who is Jason 
Baker?

a) the mayor
b) a park manager 
c) a maker of small gnome houses 
d) a reporter for pennlive.com

3. The effect was “The little homes will be 
placed in local parks.”  What was the 
cause?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date:____________________

Two Words: Parachuting Beavers LEXILE 
660

5. The text says “Animal lovers can take heart. . . . the beavers . . . were not 
hurt.” Based on this, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) the parachutes provided bedding for the beavers.  
b) the beavers never made it out of the boxes. 
c) some people might have worried for the safety of the beavers. 
d) some people wanted to find homes for the beavers. 

1. What is “Fur for the Future? 

a) a parachuting beaver 
b) a film 
c) a way to remove beavers 
d) a paper published by the historical 

society

2. The text says “The film was made . . .”
What is one homophone for the word 
“made”?

__________________________________

6.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word remote in the second to the last 
paragraph of the text? 
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. According to the text, why did it take 
so long to find the footage?

a) It was cruel to beavers. 
b) No one wanted to see it.
c) It was hidden. 
d) It had been mislabeled. 

3. The cause is  “The agency now moves 
beavers to the Owyhee desert.”  What 
was is the effect?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Giant Pumpkin or Flying Saucer? LEXILE 
660

5. The text says most pumpkins entered in the contest were “grown in about 90 
days.” Based on this information we can infer that Mathison’s pumpkin 

a) probably took less than 6 months to grow. 
b) took over a year to grow. 
c) was larger than the one he grew last year. 
d) required an extraordinary amount of water. 

1. Less pumpkins were entered in the 
competition this year because 

a) there were less seeds. 
b) cold weather froze the pumpkins. 
c) the temperatures were too hot. 
d) people didn’t want to share their 

pumpkins.

2. What is one synonym for monster as it 
is used in the last paragraph of the 
text?

__________________________________

6.  PART A – Based on the text, where did Tim Mathison get his Pumpkin seed? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. According to the text, what is Rett
Syndrome?

a) A pumpkin farmer. 
b) A neurodevelopmental disorder 
c) A national record 
d) A flying saucer 

3. The cause was a pumpkin that had a 
wide flat shape.  What was the effect?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Moons Dance Around Pluto LEXILE 
720

5.  PART A – What makes the relationship between Pluto and Charon strange? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one sentence  from the text that supports the answer you gave 
above?  _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) A NASA spacecraft will arrive at Pluto.
b) Pictures of strange movement of Pluto 

and its moons have been captured. 
c) Five moons circle Pluto. 
d) Pluto is no longer considered a full 

planet. 

2. What captured pictures of Pluto and its 
moons?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Besides the reason you gave in question 5, what is one additional 
reason the moons of Pluto behave strangely? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________  
PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is the meaning of “captured” in 
the 2nd paragraph of the text?  

a) To get control of something.  
b) To record something in a way that lasts. 
c) To take possession of something. 
d) To enter information.  

3. What is meant by the word “chaotic” in 
the first paragraph of the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Does Music Make You Smarter? LEXILE 
730

5.  PART A – Based on the text, how long did it take researchers to see academic 
improvement in students who had musical training? __________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one sentence from the text that supports the answer you gave 
above?  _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) You are always smart if you play an 
instrument.

b) Some believe music training helps 
you do better in school. 

c) Music made America more confident. 
d) Researchers did a two year study. 

2. Paragraph 4 of the text says “But, there 
is one catch.”  What is meant by “one 
catch”?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Besides higher academic achievement in school, what is one 
additional reason benefit of training in music? _______________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What quote from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. The Journal of Neuroscience reported 
the improvement is linked to improved

a) math 
b) math and science 
c) confidence 
d) speech 
e) reading and speech

3. What is meant by the phrase “stronger 
students” in the first sentence of the 
text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Lost Your Dog? Find With Phone!  LEXILE 
720

5. After reading the text, which of the following inferences could you make? 

a) If you want to find a lost dog, you must always use technology. 
b) Technology is making it easier to find lost pets. 
c) Facial recognition can not be used on some breeds of dogs. 
d) Most dogs don’t like storms. 
e) If is were not for facial recognition, most dogs would never be found. 

1. What TWO features does the text 
mention as important for facial 
recognition?

a) eye color 
b) eye  size 
c) eye position
d) eye sight

2. What is one synonym for easy as it is 
used in the second sentence of the 
text?

__________________________________

6.  PART A – Who is the deputy director of the San Diego county animal shelter? 
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. Which TWO of the following does the 
text mention as tools for finding pets?

a) social media alerts  
b) microchips
c) facial recognition
d) florescent collars 

3. The effect was a dog named Roxy 
running away. What was the cause?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Does Lightning Ever Strike Twice? LEXILE 
650

5. After reading the text, which of the following inferences could you make? 

a) Lightning strikes the Earth more than 500 times a day.   
b) Lightning strikes the Earth less than 500 times a day. 
c) Lightning strikes the Earth less than 1000 times per year. 
d) Lightning never strikes in the same place more than once. 
e) Lightning always strikes people more than once. 

1. What inference can you make from 
the text?

a) skyscrapers can often be struck by 
lightning  

b) people are never struck by lightning
c) people are struck by lightning more 

than skyscrapers.

2. What is one synonym for glad as it is 
used in the sentence “Just be glad 
you’re not Roy Sullivan”?

__________________________________

6.  PART A – Does the text indicate that people can be struck by lightning more 
than once?  ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What is meant by “Here’s a real buzz kill 
for you”?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

3. Which of the following is supported by the 
text?  Every year . . . 

a) More people are killed by lightning than 
tornados. 

b) More people are killed by tornados than 
lightning?

c) Hurricanes are more dangerous than 
tornados. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Students Give Pizza Driver $1,200 Tip LEXILE 
670

5. Based on this text, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) James Gilpin has plenty of money.  
b) money is normally tight for James Gilpin. 
c) James Gilpin was ungrateful for the gift. 
d) James Gilpin did not read the students notes.
e) $1,200 tips are often given to pizza delivery people.   

1. Write a simile that could replace the 
first sentence of the text. 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

2. “Do for one what you wish you could 
do for everyone.”  What is one detail 
from the text that supports this idea?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – What does the acronym IWU stand for in the text? ________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text tells the reader the meaning of this 
acronym? ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What word does the author use in the 
place of the word “surprised”?

a) stunned
b) escorted 
c) inspirational
d) shocked 
e) presented 

3. What would you use to find synonyms 
for the word “surprised”?

a) dictionary
b) glossary 
c) encyclopedia 
d) index 
e) thesaurus   

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Watch Out For That Owl LEXILE 
670

5. Based on this text, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) Rachel Maddow does not like owls. 
b) Rachel Maddow brought awareness to people about the owl.  
c) Rachel Maddow has a pet owl.  
d) Rachel Maddow was hoped the owl would be named after her. 
e) Rachel Maddow is a jogger. 

1. “The attacker was an angry owl.” 
Write a simile that could replace this 
sentence in the text. 

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

2. What is one detail from the text that 
supports the first two sentences?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – Why does the text suggest the owl was attacking people? _________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text helps to support the reason you gave in 
PART A? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. What word does the author use in the 
place of the word “caution” in the 2nd

paragraph?

a) inspired
b) capital
c) warning
d) reported

3. What would you use to research 
additional information on barred owls?

a) dictionary
b) glossary 
c) encyclopedia 
d) index 
e) thesaurus   

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Camps to Code Instead of Canoe LEXILE 
690

5.  PART A – Based on the text, what is the meaning of the acronym STEM? 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What is one sentence from the text gives you the answer to PART 
A?_______________________________________________________________________
__
_________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) STEM summer camps are becoming a 
popular alternative to traditional 
camps.  

b) STEM camps are more fun than 
traditional camps. 

c) Few people go to STEM camps. 

2. Why does the author ask the question, 
“But what is right for you?” in the first 
paragraph?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________ 

6.  PART A – In addition to building and problem solving, what other activities do 
campers enjoy at BEAM camp?_____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author tell of these additional 
activities? ________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. “They are popular and plentiful.”  What 
is the meaning of the word “plentiful”?

a) many are present  
b) very rare 
c) extremely expensive 
d) lots of fun
e) none of the above 

3. What is meant by the phrase “sleep-
away options” as it is used in the text?

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Answer Key



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Why do Flamingos Stand on One Leg? LEXILE 
660

5.  PART A – Based on the text, what is the main reason flamingos stand on one 
leg? To help regulate their body temperature. 

PART B – What is one detail from the text that supports the reason you gave 
above?  Answers Vary 

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Flamingos stand on one leg. 
b) Flamingo’s legs are weak. 
c) Flamingos stand on one leg to help 

regulate body temperatures. 
d) Nobody knows why flamingos stand 

on one leg.  

2. Paragraph 5 of the text says “A long 
naked leg.”  What is meant by “A long 
naked leg”?

A leg without covering like feathers or fur. 

6.  PART A – Besides thermoregulation, what is one additional reason flamingos 
may stand on one leg? It reduces exposure to harmful things. 

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
“It reduces the birds exposure to fungus and parasites in the water.” 

4. What is the result of thermoregulation?

a) body temperature is regulated 
b) leg muscles are strengthened 
c) flamingos don’t get tired
d) food intake is regulated 
e) none of the above 

3. What is meant by the phrase “soloed 
stance” in the third section of the text?

A one-legged stance.  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Astronauts Empty the Trash LEXILE 
770

5.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word pair as it is used in the 3rd line of 
the text?  two

PART B – What is one sentence from the text that supports the meaning you gave 
above?  Commander Scott Kelley and Timothy Kopra are the Americans on 
board.  

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Trash burned up in the atmosphere.  
b) NASA launched a capsule. 
c) NASA is focused on getting 

astronauts to Mars. 
d) The Space Station became cleaner 

when trash was removed. 

2. The 9th line of the text refers to 
“precious contents.”  What are the 
precious contents it refers to?

Food, clothes and other goods

6.  PART A – Who has NASA handed off Space Station shipments to? Private 
business 

PART B – What reason does the text give for this? To allow NASA to focus on 
other things. 

4. Which TWO of these words could 
replace the word tidier from the first 
sentence of the text? 

a) orderly 
b) messy 
c) cleaner
d) disorganized 

3. In the space below, write one simile 
that is used in the text.  

Circular solar wings looked like open 
umbrellas. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Jumping Donkey Leaps to Fame LEXILE 
710

5. Based on the first paragraph, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) donkeys like to jump hurdles
b) donkeys do not like to do what they are told 
c) many donkeys live in small Egyptian villages 
d) most people don’t know donkey’s are stubborn 

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Donkeys can’t jump. 
b) All donkeys like to jump. 
c) Ayman dreams of jumping horses. 
d) A boy and his donkey are becoming 

famous because the donkey jumps on 
command.  

2. What is the meaning of the word fixture
as it is used in the fourth paragraph of 
the text?

Something very established. 

6.  PART A – Other than Ayman, what other person does the author quote? 
Abdel-Moneim Sayed

PART B – What does the author want to tell the reader by including these quotes? 
That Donkeys jumping on command is very rare.  

4. What synonym for the word jumped
does the author use in the text?

a) leapt
b) sprang
c) hurtled 
d) higher
e) airborne  

3. Paragraph two presents a cause and 
and effect.  What was the effect? 

He decided to train his Donkey. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

How George Washington Did His Hair LEXILE 
640

5. Based on the second paragraph, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) many people today believe George Washington wore a wig.
b) George Washington actually had black hair. 
c) George Washington did not wear wigs because they made his head sweat.   
d) Washington had many wigs. 
e) everyone today knows that Washington never wore a wig. 

1. What is The Courtship of 
Washington?

a) an important document 
b) a painting  
c) a hairstyle 
d) a book by John C. McRae 
e) a book by Ron Chernow

2. What is the meaning of the word 
frequently as it is used in the last 
paragraph of the text?

Frequently means very often. 

6.  PART A –What does the text claim gave Washington’s hair its white look?
The powder he put in his hair gave it a white look. 

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to support the claim 
from part A? But, he did powder his hair.  It gave it the white look. 

4. What is a synonym for the word simple
as it is used in paragraph 1?

a) difficult
b) sweet
c) beautiful
d) easy
e) complex

3. The last paragraph of the text presents 
a problem and solution.  What was the 
solution? 

The solution was using perfumed powders. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

What could you sculpt from snow? LEXILE 
580

5.  PART A – Paragraph two says the tournament was held along what lake?  It 
was held along Geneva Lake.  

PART B – Based upon the passage, where can the reader reasonably infer Geneva 
Lake is located? You can infer that Geneva Lake is in Wisconsin. 

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Teams compete for a trophy in a National 
Snow Sculpting Championship.  

b) They are judged on creativity. 
c) A Wisconsin team won last year. 
d) Winners receive an invitation to an 

international competition. 

2. The 1st paragraph of the text says 
“gathered in Wisconsin.”  What is 
meant by “gathered”?

In this paragraph “gathered means they 
“came together.”

6.  PART A – Besides a trophy, what is one additional thing awarded to the winner 
of the competition? The winner also receives an invitation to another competition. 

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this prize? 
They also receive an invite to an international snow sculpting competition. 

4. What was the name of the winning 
snow sculpture? 

a) Intertwined Trees
b) Snow Sculpture
c) Snow Amore
d) Arbor Snow 
e) Arbor Amore 

3. What are three tools competitors can 
use for their sculptures?

saws, axes, files, scaffolding 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

SS United States May Sail Again LEXILE 
740

5. Based on the second paragraph, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) the overhaul process may be quick and inexpensive.
b) although expensive, the overhaul process should be a quick process. 
c) the overhaul process is expensive and will likely be a lengthy process.
d) the ship will not need to be overhauled. 
e) the cost to overhaul the ship will not be worth the time it will take.

1. Which one of the following is NOT 
mentioned by the text as someone 
who rode the SS United States.  

a) presidents
b) celebrities  
c) royalty
d) immigrants 

2. What is the meaning of the word 
massive as it is used in paragraph two 
of the text?

Massive means very large. 

6.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word overhaul as it is used in paragraph 
two?
Overhaul means to rebuild. 

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text helps you to understand the 
meaning of overhaul from part A? Before it can be turned into a state of the art 
commercial vessel . . . 

4. What is a synonym for the word 
refurbishment as it is used in the last  
paragraph?

a) restoration
b) sailing 
c) breaking
d) building

3. The 2nd paragraph of the text says the 
ship is “rusting.”  What does the 
paragraph give as the cause of this 
effect? 

It has been docked in Philadelphia for two 
decades.  

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Student Finds Lizard in Lunch LEXILE 
670

5.  PART A – Based on the text, how did the lizard make it into the student’s 
salad? It was tucked away in a lettuce leaf. 

PART B – What is one detail from the text that supports the claim you made in  
you gave in PART A?  “The lizard must have been tucked away in a lettuce leaf, 
he said.”

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Lizards don’t like the cold. 
b) A lizard found in a students salad 

became the class pet.  
c) A lizard must have been tucked in a 

leaf. 
d) A lizard is a fitting mascot. 

2. Lizards normally do not survive cold 
weather.  Why does the article say the 
lizard probably survived? 

It had an adaptation to cold weather. 

6.  PART A – What region of the United States can you find anole lizards? Anole 
lizards can be found in the southeastern region of the United States. 

PART B – What are two states the text specifically mentions that are home to 
anole lizards? The text mentions Texas and North Carolina. 

4. Who could provide a firsthand account 
of finding the lizard in the salad?

a) the kindergarten student
b) the teacher
c) the author
d) Mike Atkinson 

3. Which quote from the text best 
supports the inference that lizards don’t 
normally end up in people’s salads?

“I’ve been in produce for 17 years and I’ve 
never heard of a lizard making it to a 
customer.” 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Monopoly Agrees that “Girls Matter” LEXILE 
660

5. Hasbro said that a Ray game piece was not included to “avoid revealing a 
key plot line.” Based on this, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) Hasbro does not like the Rey character.
b) had the game been released at a later date, Rey would have been included. 
c) the girls letter ruined a key plot line. 
d) Hasbro does not believe that women are as strong as men. 

1. The original game did not include 
which of the following game pieces. 

a) Han Solo 
b) Luke Skywalker 
c) Finn
d) Kylo Ren
e) Darth Vader 

2. What is one synonym for bought as it is 
used in the last paragraph of the text?

purchased

6.  PART A – Based on the text does  Goldman, believe the lack of game piece is 
a men’s issue, a women’s issue, or both? 
She believes it is both a women's and a men's issue.  

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?A huge number of the messages I am getting are from men.  This is not a 
women's 

4. According to the text, who is Carrie 
Goldman?

a) the girl who sent the letter 
b) an author and mother  
c) a spokesperson for Hasbro
d) a representative of Disney and the Star 

Wars movie

3. The effect was Hasbro added a Rey 
game piece.  What was the cause?

A girl named Annie Rose wrote a letter 
complaining that Rey was not included in 
the original game. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Why do Geese Fly in a V Formation? LEXILE 
660

5.  PART A – Based on the text, what is the main reason geese fly in a V 
formation? Flying in a V formation enables the birds to use less energy and fly 
further distances. 

PART B – What is one detail from the text that supports the reason you gave 
above?  “When the lead bird gets tired, it drops back in formation and another 
bird moves to the front.”

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Flying takes a lot of energy. 
b) The formation helps geese to never 

get tired. 
c) Flying in a V formation helps to save 

energy and fly further distances. 
d) The reason is still unknown.  

2. Paragraph 3 talks about “the sweet 
spot”  Where is the sweet spot 
located?

It is located behind and above the first 
bird. 

6.  PART A – Besides the reason you gave in question 5, what is one additional 
reason geese fly in a V formation? It helps them to fly in the right direction.  

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
It keeps them going in the right direction. 

4. What is the meaning of “increase their 
range” in the 7th line of the text?  

a) Increase their contact  
b) Increase their energy 
c) Increase the distance they can fly 
d) Increase their movement 
e) Increase their happiness  

3. What is meant by the phrase “visual 
contact” in the third section of the text?

Able to see. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

90 Degree Weather Forces Snow Day LEXILE 
650

5. Based on this text, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) these problems happen often.
b) power went out for all the schools in the state. 
c) it is rare to need to take a snow day with hot weather. 
d) “The building lacked reliable power.”

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) Hot temperatures led to a snow day. 
b) A school had a power outage. 
c) The fire alarms did not work. 
d) Due to a power outage, a school 

cancelled school and called it a snow 
day. 

2. What is the meaning of the word 
malfunctioning as it is used in the 
second paragraph of the text?

Not working properly

6.  PART A – Who is the Keyport Superintendent? Lisa Savoia is the Keyport 
Superintendent. 

PART B – Why does the author tell the reader about the Superintendent’s 
conversation with the press? The author tells the reader about the conversation 
with the press to tie the text back to the title of the article.  

4. What word does the author use in the 
place of the phrase “did not have”?

a) lacked
b) noted
c) cited 
d) logged
e) forced  

3. This article presents a cause and and 
effect.  What was the effect? 

The school canceled school and called it a 
snow day. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date ____________________

Little Houses Need New Home LEXILE 
680

5. The text says the park manager “gave the OK originally” but later decided it 
could have a negative result.  Based on this, it can reasonably be inferred 
that

a) The manager thought the homes were ugly in the park. 
b) The homes were scaring away the wildlife. 
c) The manager wanted to buy the gnome homes. 
d) The manager had not considered all the possibilities before giving the OK. 

1. Why was Mr. Hoke asked to remove 
all of his little houses from the park? 

a) They did not match the park’s beauty. 
b) They might take away places for 

animals to build their homes. 
c) Children complained they were too 

small. 

2. The text says “He removed the little 
abodes.” What is one synonym for the 
word “abode”?

homes

6.  PART A – What is the meaning of the word evicted in the first sentence of the 
text? 
sent out or removed 

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A? Hoke removed the little abodes.   He was told he had until February 29th. 

4. According to the text, who is Jason 
Baker?

a) the mayor
b) a park manager 
c) a maker of small gnome houses 
d) a reporter for pennlive.com

3. The effect was “The little home will be 
placed in local parks.”  What was the 
cause?

Duncannon and Millerstown both offered 
to house the homes. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Two Words: Parachuting Beavers LEXILE 
660

5. The text says “Animal lovers can take heart. . . . the beavers . . . were not 
hurt.” Based on this, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) The parachutes provided bedding for the beavers.  
b) The beavers never made it out of the boxes. 
c) Some people might have worried for the safety of the beavers. 
d) Some people wanted to find hearts for the beavers. 

1. What is “Fur for the Future? 

a) a parachuting beaver 
b) a film 
c) a way to remove beavers 
d) a paper published by the historical 

society

2. The text says “The film was made . . .”
What is one homophone for the word 
“made”?

maid

6. PART A – What is the meaning of the word remote in the second to the last 
paragraph of the text? 

faraway

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A? “Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness” 

4. According to the text, why did it take 
so long to find the footage?

a) It was cruel to beavers. 
b) No one wanted to see it.
c) It was hidden. 
d) It had been mislabeled. 

3. The cause is  “The agency now moves 
beavers to the Owyhee desert.”  What 
was is the effect?

Helps to restore vegitation

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Giant Pumpkin or Flying Saucer? LEXILE 
660

5. The text says most pumpkins entered in the contest were “grown in about 90 
days.” Based on this information we can infer that Mathison’s pumpkin 

a) probably took less than 6 months to grow. 
b) took over a year to grow. 
c) was larger than the one he grew last year. 
d) Required an extraordinary amount of water. 

1. Less pumpkins were entered in the 
competition this year because 

a) there were less seeds. 
b) cold weather froze the pumpkins. 
c) the temperatures were too hot. 
d) people didn’t want to share their 

pumpkins.

2. What is one synonym for monster as it 
is used in the last paragraph of the 
text?

Answers Vary

6. PART A – Based on the text, where did Tim Mathison get his Pumpkin seed? 
From the Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?” He bought the seed that he used to grow the pumpkin from the Make a Wish 
Foundation.” 

4. According to the text, what is Rett
Syndrome?

a) A pumpkin farmer. 
b) A neurodevelopmental disorder 
c) A national record 
d) A flying saucer 

3. The cause was a pumpkin that had a 
wide flat shape.  What was the effect?

The pumpkin was nicknamed “The Flying 
Saucer.”

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Moons Dance Around Pluto LEXILE 
720

5. PART A – What makes the relationship between Pluto and Charon strange? 

They are locked together. 

PART B – What is one sentence  from the text that supports the answer you gave 
above?  “First, Pluto and Charon are locked together in their own waltz.”

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) A NASA spacecraft will arrive at Pluto.
b) Pictures of strange movement of Pluto 

and its moons have been captured. 
c) Five moons circle Pluto. 
d) Pluto is no longer considered a full 

planet. 

2. What captured pictures of Pluto and its 
moons?

The Hubble Space Telescope

6.  PART A – Besides the reason you gave in question 5, what is one additional 
reason the moons of Pluto behave strangely? The other moons wobble or dance. 

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 

“They wobble a bit when they go closer to Pluto or Charon.” 

4. What is the meaning of “captured” in 
the 2nd paragraph of the text?  

a) To get control of something.  
b) To record something in a way that lasts. 
c) To take possession of something. 
d) To enter information.  

3. What is meant by the word “chaotic” in 
the first paragraph of the text?

Disorder

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Does Music Make You Smarter? LEXILE 
730

5.  PART A – Based on the text, how long did it take researchers to see academic 
improvement in students who had musical training? Two Years

PART B – What is one sentence from the text that supports the answer you gave 
above?  “One year of musical training didn’t make a difference. Two years did”

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) You are always smart if you play an 
instrument.

b) Some believe music training helps 
you do better in school. 

c) Music made America more confident. 
d) Researchers did a two year study. 

2. Paragraph 4 of the text says “But, there 
is one catch.”  What is meant by “one 
catch”?

term, condition, or additional 
consideration 

6.  PART A – Besides higher academic achievement in school, what is one 
additional reason benefit of training in music? Increased confidence. 

PART B – What quote from the text does the author use to convey this reason? 
“And she’s grown to be more confident, too.”

4. The Journal of Neuroscience reported 
the improvement is linked to improved

a) math 
b) math and science 
c) confidence 
d) speech 
e) reading and speech

3. What is meant by the phrase “stronger 
students” in the first sentence of the 
text?

Students who perform higher academically. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Lost Your Dog? Find With Phone!  LEXILE 
720

5. After reading the text, which of the following inferences could you make? 

a) If you want to find a lost dog, you must always use technology. 
b) Technology is making it easier to find lost pets. 
c) Facial recognition can not be used on some breeds of dogs. 
d) Most dogs don’t like storms. 
e) If is were not for facial recognition, most dogs would never be found. 

1. What TWO features does the text 
mention as important for facial 
recognition?

a) eye color 
b) eye  size 
c) eye position
d) eye sight

2. What is one synonym for easy as it is 
used in the second sentence of the 
text?

Answers Vary

6.  PART A – Who is the deputy director of the San Diego county animal shelter? 
Daniel deSousa

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?Daniel deSousa, the system’s deputy director, says the program can work in 
two ways:  

4. Which TWO of the following does the 
text mention as tools for finding pets?

a) social media alerts  
b) microchips
c) facial recognition
d) florescent collars 

3. The effect was a dog named Roxy 
running away. What was the cause?

A thunderstorm 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Does Lightning Ever Strike Twice? LEXILE 
650

5. After reading the text, which of the following inferences could you make? 

a) Lightning strikes the Earth more than 500 times a day.   
b) Lightning strikes the Earth less than 500 times a day. 
c) Lightning strikes the Earth less than 1000 times per year. 
d) Lightning never strikes in the same place more than once. 
e) Lightning always strikes people more than once. 

1. What inference can you make from 
the text?

a) skyscrapers can often be struck by 
lightning  

b) people are never struck by lightning
c) people are struck by lightning more 

than skyscrapers.

2. What is one synonym for glad as it is 
used in the sentence “Just be glad 
you’re not Roy Sullivan”?

Answers Vary

6.  PART A – Does the text indicate that people can be struck by lightning more 
than once? 
Yes. 

PART B – What sentence or phrase from the text supports your answer to PART 
A?

”He was struck by lightning seven times in his lifetime.” 

4. What is meant by “Here’s a real buzz kill 
for you”?

Something that ruins your excitement. 

3. Which of the following is supported by the 
text?  Every year . . . 

a) More people are killed by lightning than 
tornados. 

b) More people are killed by tornados than 
lightning?

c) Hurricanes are more dangerous than 
tornados. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Students Give Pizza Driver $1,200 Tip LEXILE 
670

5. Based on this text, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) James Gilpin has plenty of money.  
b) money is normally tight for James Gilpin. 
c) James Gilpin was ungrateful for the gift. 
d) James Gilpin did not read the students notes.
e) $1,200 tips are often given to pizza delivery people.   

1. Write a simile that could replace the 
first sentence of the text. 

Answers Vary

2. “Do for one what you wish you could 
do for everyone.”  What is one detail 
from the text that supports this idea?

Answers Vary

6.  PART A – What does the acronym IWU stand for in the text? Indiana Wesleyan 
University 

PART B – What sentence from the text tells the reader the meaning of this 
acronym? “It happened in front of thousands of Indiana Wesleyan University 
students.”

4. What word does the author use in the 
place of the word “surprised”?

a) stunned
b) escorted 
c) inspirational
d) shocked 
e) presented 

3. What would you use to find synonyms 
for the word “surprised”?

a) dictionary
b) glossary 
c) encyclopedia 
d) index 
e) thesaurus   

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Watch Out For That Owl LEXILE 
670

5. Based on this text, it can reasonably be inferred that

a) Rachel Maddow does not like owls. 
b) Rachel Maddow brought awareness to people about the owl.  
c) Rachel Maddow has a pet owl.  
d) Rachel Maddow was hoped the owl would be named after her. 
e) Rachel Maddow is a jogger. 

1. “The attacker was an angry owl.” 
Write a simile that could replace this 
sentence in the text. 

Answers Vary

2. What is one detail from the text that 
supports the first two sentences?

Answers Vary  

6.  PART A – Why does the text suggest the owl was attacking people? It was 
defending its nest. 

PART B – What sentence from the text helps to support the reason you gave in 
PART A? “The bird was likely defending its nest against perceived threats.” 

4. What word does the author use in the 
place of the word “caution” in the 2nd

paragraph?

a) inspired
b) capital
c) warning
d) reported

3. What would you use to research 
additional information on barred owls?

a) dictionary
b) glossary 
c) encyclopedia
d) index 
e) thesaurus   

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING



Name: _________________________________ Date: ___________________

Camps to Code Instead of Canoe LEXILE 
690

5.  PART A – Based on the text, what is the meaning of the acronym STEM? 
Science Technology Engineering and Math 

PART B – What is one sentence from the text gives you the answer to PART A?
“Those are science, technology, engineering, and math.” 

1. What is the main idea of this text? 

a) STEM summer camps are becoming a 
popular alternative to traditional 
camps.  

b) STEM camps are more fun than 
traditional camps. 

c) Few people go to STEM camps. 

2. Why does the author ask the question, 
“But what is right for you?” in the first 
paragraph?

To draw attention that there are different 
types of camps. 

6.  PART A – In addition to building and problem solving, what other activities do 
campers enjoy at BEAM camp? Swimming spending time with various 
professionals  

PART B – What sentence from the text does the author tell of these additional 
activities? “Campers swim daily. They also spend time with chefs . . . “

4. “They are popular and plentiful.”  What 
is the meaning of the word “plentiful”?

a) many are present  
b) very rare 
c) extremely expensive 
d) lots of fun
e) none of the above 

3. What is meant by the phrase “sleep-
away options” as it is used in the text?

You can stay overnight. 

CRUNCH TIME 
Close Reading Passage
READING
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